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DISCLAIMERS
Growth/Needs are unique to each 
child

Steps should be adjusted to an 
appropriate level for each child

All steps forward are positive steps!



OUTLINE

End of Year 
Exposures

Celebrating 
Successes

Starting the 
Transition

Summer! 
(School 

Exposure 
Practice)

Fading Into 
the New 
School 
Year





Spring School Exposures



HIGHER LEVEL EXPOSURES

Asking Questions

Initiation

Advocacy

Presentations

Conversations



FUN SPRING EXPOSURE IDEAS

Recess

Classroom

School

• Invite a friend to do chalk drawing

• Complete playground scavenger 
hunt

• Talking rules for outdoor game

• Blooming name art

• “What I Did for Spring Break” 
presentation script

• Building bouquet partner activity 

• Weather Survey

• Field Day Bingo

• Memory Hunt: 1 Year Together



RECESS EXPOSURES

Sentence Script: 

“Do you want to 
do chalk with 

me?”

1.  Call ball as 
“in” or “out”

2.  Say “good 
game” at the end



CLASSROOM EXPOSURES

1. Write name on 
flower

2. Decorate fingers 
with things they like

3. Share in class

1. Ask a friend to be a 
partner

2. Choose 5 flowers to 
make

3. Ask partner for 
supplies



SCHOOL EXPOSURES



Acknowledging Growth!



Why Should We 
Acknowledge 
Growth?

“Success is the sum of small 
efforts, repeated day in and 
day out.” — Robert Collier

“The expert in anything was once 
a beginner.” — Helen Hayes

“Great things are done by a 
series of small things brought 
together.” — Vincent van Gogh

“No matter what your ability is, 
effort is what ignites that 
ability and turns it into 
accomplishment.” — Carol S. 
Dweck



TALKING MAPS/GOAL TRACKING



COMFORT RATING CHECKS



Tracking Progress
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Asking questions in class (Goal = 5 questions)

Asking questions in class (Goal = 5 questions)



Supporting Transition 
Planning



END OF 
SCHOOL YEAR 
MEETING

Can be formal (i.e., 
Annual IEP or 504 
Meeting) 

OR

Informal

Who to 
Include

Key Staff

Administration

Support Staff

Child



Considerations 
with School 
Team

Reflections:
• Discuss Successes and Growth
• Tools/Supports that Were Effective

Planning:
• Discuss Adjustments for Next Year
• Identification of Teacher Early
• Identification of Changes to Support Staff
• Spring Fade-Ins
• Classroom Visits/Tours from Spring 

Through New School Year

Training:
• Sharing Resources(paper, online)
• Discussion of Ongoing Training



Summer Exposures to 
Prepare for School



Summer Activities

School Visits

• Logistics

• Frequency

Staff Connections

• Live Options

• Virtual Options

• Pre-Recorded 
Options

Peer Connections

• Target Peers

• Playdates

Transition Plan for 
Start of New 
School Year

• When To Reach 
Out

• Who To Contact

• What is 
Requested



School Visits During Summer

Activities



Staff Connections

In Person

• Not a Guarantee/Not Legally Required

• In School/Out of School Connecting Points

Virtual

• Virtual Fade-Ins

• Connecting via Game

• Sharing Videos

Pre-
Recorded

• Pre-Recorded Video Questions to Watch

• Recording Responses Back

• Splicing Videos



Peer Connections

• Throughout 
the summer 
with weekly 
connection

•First: Home

•Second: Neutral 
Spaces or Peer’s 
Home

•Third: School 
Environment

• Speaking Peers 
from Last 
School Year

• Target Peers in 
New Class

• Playdates

• Fade-Ins 

How to 
Target

Who 
To 

Target

When 
To 

Target

Where 
to 

Target



Fading In to the New 
School Year



Areas to Follow-Up with School Team

Training

• Options for Initial or Refresher Training

• Sharing Materials

Discuss

• Finalize Staff

• Discuss if there are Known Target Peers in Class

• Discuss Intervention Time vs. General Classroom Expectations

Plan

• Determine Options for Coming in Early

• Explore School Tour Options

• Determine Staff to Prioritize



Preparing for the Fade-In

School 
Communication

Discuss plan for 
fade-in

Review CDI/VDI 
and Fade-In 

Skills

Communication 
with Child

Building Bravery

What to Expect 
in School Visit

Brave Points 
Introduction

Personal 
Preparation

What to Bring

Plan B, C,and D

Your Own Self 
Care



Completing a Fade-In

Have Teacher Join In and Move to VDI

Increase Teacher CDI Engagement

Have Teacher Gradually Entering

Younger Child

Start with Play Time Alone

Engage in Fade-In with Target Staff

Determine Activity to Complete for Task

Older Child

Discuss Purpose and Goal of Fade-In



Questions?
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